368                            INDUSTRIAL  CONDITION.
Vedic period^ hides and skins do not seem to have been
field impure, nor any articles made out of other animal
substances, The feeling against taking life and using
animal products either for food, or for the manufacture of
dress, shoes, and other articles, originated in a later age,
when the Aryans had fairly settled down in the hot
plains of India and retained only a faint tradition of the
cold, bleak regions beyond the high mountains from
which their ancestors had come, and 'when, living
in the midst of a profuse abundance of grains, vege-
tables, and fruits, they could well afford to extend to the.
brute creation the benefits of'mercy and charity.
Even in later times, however, exigencies of social
life necessitated exceptions in favour of the use of
leathern ..articles, Sanikha and Likhita declare that
water raised from wells in leather buckets is pure and
wholesome* and the sage" Atri says that '* flowing
water and that which is raised by machinery are not
defiled." Oleaginous substances were also allowed
to be'kept in leather vessels, because they had to be
transported from place to place and earthen jars
would not be stroog enough for the purpose. At the
days besides shoes and saddlery ^ these bottles
and buckets are the chief manufactures of leather in this
country.
In               country shoes           almost          out of
English shoes, either imported  or           in
the country*                                      Country*made slip-
of            leather^                              to indigenous
however,  extensively           by the people.